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According to the Pre Publication Rules, every patent application received by the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office after November 29, 2000 will be pre-published at eighteen months 
fix)m the effective filing date. When the application is published the contents, including the 
sequences, will become prior art. 

Two new databases have been created to hold the pre-published sequences: 
Published_Applications_NA contains nucleic acid sequences; the search results will have the 
extension .rnpb. 

Fublished_Applications_AA contains amino acid sequences; the search results will have the 
extension .rapb. 

Each pre-published application is given a unique Publication Number. An example of a 
Publication Number is US20021 234567 Al . The "US" indicates the application was a U.S. 
appUcation. The first 4 digits show the calendar year the application was published. The next 7 
digits represent when the application was published. This 7-digit number starts at zero at the 
beginning of each calendar year. Each appHcation pubHshed is given the next nxmiber in order. 
The "A" indicates a utility patent application and the "1" shows that this was the first time the 
application had been published. If tiie applicants submit changes to the application, they may 
requests that the changed apphcation be published again. In such instances, the "1" at the end of 
the number would be replaced by a "2". 

Sequences in the PGPub database are public information; it is permissible to leave these 
results in the case. 
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